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The Russian-Ukrainian Legal Group, P.A. (RULG) is a Washington, D.C. law firm that provides a wide range of legal services to multinational corporate clients engaged in commercial and investment activity in Ukraine, Russia and other CIS countries.  The firm also provides an organizational framework for the professional cooperation developed between it and its affiliate, the Ukrainian Legal Group, L.L.C. (Kiev).  

RULG is a member of a number of professional business and legal associations, including the U.S.-Russia Business Council, the U.S.-Ukraine Business Council, the Washington Foreign Law Society, the American Chamber of Commerce in Ukraine, and Legalink.  Legalink is an international network of independent law firms with over sixty member-offices in cities around the globe.  Its members are selected based on their reputation in their own countries, their international business capability and their commitment to providing high-quality and efficient legal services.

RULG is hosted as an independent contractor by Hills & Company, a Washington, D.C.-based international consulting firm headed by former U.S. Trade Representative Ambassador Carla A. Hills.  Hills & Company retains RULG’s services on CIS-related matters to assist it in providing strategic planning, risk management, and problem-solving assistance to businesses with global trade and investment concerns.

RULG’s legal team includes Dr. Irina Paliashvili and Richard Smith.  Our of counsel Prof. Igor Lukashuk, Prof. Galina Dmitrieva and Dr. Evgeny Danilov, based in Moscow, assist on client projects in Russia.  Our of counsel, Professors Apollon Paliashvili and Levan Alexidze, based in Tbilisi, assist on client projects in Georgia.  Eric Westrate is RULG’s Executive Director. 

The Russian-Ukrainian Legal Group can be contacted at:

	Eric Westrate

1200 19th Street, NW


Suite 201


Washington, DC  20036
	Telephone:   (202) 822-1620

Fax:   (202) 822-1622

	E-mail: general@rulg.com
	Website: www.rulg.com


BIOGRAPHIES

President and Senior Counsel

Irina Paliashvili began her private practice in 1992 by founding one of the first private law firms in Kiev, and expanded by co-founding a private Russian law firm in Moscow in 1994.  Before going into private practice, Dr. Paliashvili served as General Counsel to Microprocessor and Electronmash, which were among the largest industrial complexes in Kiev.  In that capacity, she worked on a wide range of international trade matters, and drafted and negotiated large-scale export-import transactions and joint ventures.  In 1991, Dr. Paliashvili completed a six-month assignment with a major Chicago law firm as a part of the American Bar Association's Soviet Lawyer Internship Program, and in 1993 a four- month assignment in Frankfurt working with a leading German law firm on an EEC-sponsored project for restructuring the banking system of Ukraine.   She has also served as a Professor of Law at Kiev State University Law School.  Dr. Paliashvili graduated with high honors from the Kiev State University School of International Law in 1983 and received a Ph.D. in private international law from the same school in 1987.  She also holds an LL.M. in international and comparative law from George Washington University (1993).  Dr. Paliashvili frequently speaks at international conferences on the legal and business climates in Ukraine, Russia and other newly independent states.  Her articles regularly appear in leading professional publications in the United States and Europe.  Dr. Paliashvili is licensed to practice Russian and Ukrainian law as a Special Legal Consultant in the District of Columbia and is a member of the Russian International Law Association, the Kiev Bar, the Washington Foreign Law Society, the Model Form Provisions Committee of the Association of International Petroleum Negotiators (AIPN), and the Advisory Group on Ukraine of the Business and Industry Advisory Committee to the OECD (BIAC).  She also serves on the Council of Independent Experts under the President of Ukraine, a forum designed to mediate disputes between investors and the Ukrainian Government.  Dr. Paliashvili is fluent in English, Ukrainian, Russian, Georgian and Spanish.  She divides her working time among Washington, Kiev and Moscow.

Senior Counsel

Richard Smith holds a degree in International Relations from the College of William & Mary and received his J.D. with honors from the University of Baltimore.  Prior to joining RULG, Mr. Smith worked for over four years in Russia, first as International Contracts Director for Tver InterContact Group, a domestic Russian non-governmental organization, then as an associate attorney for the international law firm Clifford Chance. Additionally, Mr. Smith served as an informal legal advisor to various American non-governmental organizations working in Moscow and the provinces, advising primarily on issues of Russian labor law.  His practice focuses on corporate, commercial, and labor law, and he also advises on international data protection and technology matters.  Mr. Smith is fluent in both English and Russian, and works in Washington, D.C.
Of Counsel

Professor Levan Alexidze is the foremost authority in the area of international law in Georgia.  Since 1969, he has served as Chairman of the Department of International Law at Tbilisi State University, interrupting his university career to serve as a Senior Human Rights Officer in the Division of Human Rights at the United Nations in New York and Geneva from 1970 to 1977.  From 1985 to 1993 he also served as Vice President of Tbilisi State University.  He is widely published in his field and received the State Prize of Georgia in 1982 for his monograph Some Theoretical Problems of Contemporary International Law (Jus Cogens).  For the past three years, he has served as a legal expert to the Georgian delegation to the Geneva Negotiations for the Settlement of the Conflict in Abkhazia.  He has also served as an Editorial Board Member of the Georgian Constitutional Committee.  He was a member of the Georgian Parliament from 1991-1994, and is the pro bono Chief Advisor on International Law to Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze.  He is a member of the World International Law Association and the Georgian Association of Lawyers, and has twice been named to the Board of the Soviet Association of International Law.  In recent years, Professor Alexidze has become increasingly involved in the oil and gas sector, and recently co-authored the draft of the Law “On Production Sharing Agreements” for Georgia.  He is fluent in Russian, Georgian and English, and works in Tbilisi.

Professor Apollon Paliashvili, a native of Georgia, worked 10 years in Moscow for the USSR Ministry of Justice after receiving his law degree in 1950.  In 1958, he received his Ph.D. in Moscow and, in 1968, a Doctorate of Law in Tbilisi.  Since 1960, he has taught at the Tbilisi State University Law School’s Department of Criminal Procedure and Forensic Sciences.  Since 1985, he has served as Chairman of the Department.  Professor Paliashvili’s scholarly interests include the areas of criminal justice, criminal procedure, forensic sciences and procuratorial oversight, about which he has published over 180 scholarly and professional works that have appeared in Georgia, Russia, Ukraine, other CIS countries, and Europe.  In addition to teaching at Tbilisi State University, he frequently lectures at other universities in Georgia and abroad.  Professor Paliashvili is currently an active participant in Georgian legal reform, for which his opinions are highly regarded and sought after by the Georgian Government and Parliament.  He was the Chairman of the Georgian Government’s Commission on the Elaboration of a Criminal Procedure Code.  He also is a member of Advisory Councils of the Georgian Procurator General’s Office and Ministry of Internal Affairs.  Most recently, Professor Paliashvili was elected Academician of the Georgian Academy of Liberal Arts and Sciences and was awarded the State Medal of Glory by President Shevardnadze.  Professor Paliashvili is fluent in Georgian and Russian.  He works in Tbilisi.

Evgeny Danilov received his Graduate Degree in international law in 1971 and his Ph.D. in 1977.  He also holds an MBA from the Academy of Economy of the Russian Federation.  During his professional career, he has served as a law professor for various universities in Russia as well as legal counsel for several institutions.  As Senior Legal Analyst for the Institute of State and Law, Dr. Danilov prepared a large number of legal analyses on cooperation between Russia and foreign states and corporations.  Dr. Danilov was Head of the Legal Division of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (COMECON) from 1989 to 1991, where he provided international and internal legal assistance for trade among COMECON countries.  As Deputy Director of the Legal and Federative Relations Department of the Supreme Soviet of the Russian Federation, and later head of the Legal Department of the State Duma (the Lower House of the Russian Parliament), Dr. Danilov was responsible for all Parliamentary legal matters, including the Federation Treaty, the new Constitution of the Russian Federation, and the drafting of economic, financial and other laws.  Dr. Danilov has been a keynote speaker at several major economic conferences.  He is the author of numerous professional publications and several books.  Dr. Danilov is fluent in Russian and English, and works in Moscow.
Galina Dmitrieva has both practiced and taught law for almost 30 years.  In addition to private practice, she serves as a Professor of Law at Moscow State University and Moscow State Law Academy.  Dr. Dmitrieva advises various private Russian and foreign companies in the fields of corporate law and international business transactions.  She also advises various branches of the Russian government, and actively participates in the legislative drafting process.  A few of the projects to which Dr. Dmitrieva has contributed include the debt renegotiation of a developing country to Russia, a multimillion dollar Russian-Ukrainian deal on wheat, and the acquisition of a detergent factory in Italy.  Dr. Dmitrieva is the author of more than 50 professional publications.  She is a member of the Russian International Law Association, the Kiev Bar, and the Advisory Counsel to the Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation.  Dr. Dmitrieva works in Moscow. 

Professor Igor Lukashuk is a renowned authority in the field of international law.  Since 1985, he has been a Leading Research Fellow at the Institute of State and Law of the Russian Academy of Sciences.  During his more than 40-year career in law he has served as Chief of the Chairs of International Law at Saratov Law Institute and Kiev State University, and has participated in prestigious international diplomatic conferences, including the Vienna Conference on the Law of International Treaties (1968-1969), and in several sessions of the General Assembly of the United Nations and other UN organs.  Professor Lukashuk has lectured at leading universities in the United States, Great Britain, Japan, Austria and India.  The opinions of Professor Lukashuk are sought by the highest levels of government in Russia and Ukraine.  He acted as an official Representative of President Yeltsin to the State Duma on the draft of the Law "On International Treaties".  He has authored and co-authored more than 300 works in the field of international law. He also served as the Science Editor of the International Law Volume of the multi-volume Encyclopedia of Law.  Professor Lukashuk is a member of the Board of the Russian International Law Association, a member of the Advisory Council to the Foreign Ministry of Russia, a member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague, and a member of the United Nations International Law Commission (serving his second term).  He is fluent in Russian, Ukrainian, and English and has a working knowledge of German, Slovakian and Bulgarian.  Professor Lukashuk works in Moscow. 
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